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T R A D E  S E C R E T  
Formulas, practices, processes, 

designs, instruments, patterns, 

etc. 

T R A D E M A R K  
Brand, symbol, or words that 

represent a company or 

product. 

C O P Y R I G H T  
Expression of an idea, such as 

a book, journal article, or 

software. 

C A P I T A L I Z I N G  O N  N O R T H E A S T E R N ’ S  S T R E N G T H S  

P A T E N T  
Invention that is useful, novel, 

and non-obvious. 

W H A T  I S  I N T E L L E C T U A L  P R O P E R T Y  ( I P ) ?  



I N T E L L E C T U A L  P R O P E R T Y  A D D S  V A L U E  

ECONOMIC VALUE 

SOCIETAL VALUE 

FINANCIAL VALUE 



I P  A T  N O R T H E A S T E R N  B E G I N S  W I T H  A  D I S C L O S U R E  

An enabled 

description of 

the invention. 

Who invented it? 

Are there 

inventors from 

other 

institutions? 

Was there any 

financial support 

(federal or private) 

that would create 

an encumbrance? 

What is the 

commercial 

potential? 

Is there interest 

in a start-up/spin 

out? 

Has the invention 

already been 

shared 

somewhere? 



R E S E A R C H   
C L U S T E R S  
Harness and commercialize our 

transformational technologies 

Always… 
ALWAYS 

disclose to 
CRI FIRST 



Online Invention 
Disclosure Form 

(IDF) 

1 2 3 4 5 

REPORTING TO THE FEDERAL GOVERNMENT IS A MUST 

OTHERWISE, WE LOSE RIGHTS 

I D F  T O  P A T E N T  T I M E L I N E  

IP Team reviews 
disclosure 

iEdison reporting 
(if necessary) 

Commercializatio
n team review 

Provisional patent 
filing  



T H E  P A T E N T  L I F E C Y C L E  

Provisionals give one year protection. 

Do not undergo examination and are not published. 

US is “first to file” not first to invent. The provisional 

establishes the “priority date” for patent protection. 

At the end of the year, we can file a US or an 

international application. 



A N  I S S U E D  P A T E N T  I S  N O T  W H E R E  I T  A L L  E N D S  

CONTINUATION DIVISIONAL 

FURTHER 
PATENT 

APPLICATIONS 

Directed to claims that were 

not elected in the parent 

application. 

Pursue additional claims based 

on the same description and 

priority date.  

IMPROVEMENTS 
TO INVENTION 

NOVEL 
DISCOVERIES 

Continuing research can 

produce new discoveries. 

Further innovation can be 

pursued in new applications. 

NEW 
DISCOVERIES 
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